Unpublished Works

A 'BOOK' (Class A) may not secure statutory copyright before publica-
tion. Until it is published it is protected at common law (q.v.). The
cautious author who sends a copy of his manuscript to the Copyright
Office before submitting it to a publisher only has it returned to him,
with the advice to offer it for registration after publication with proper
notice. It is vital, therefore, that an author should know specifically
and definitely what publication consists of, from the point of view of
the copyright law.

If the author of a text book has his manuscript mimeographed and
sells copies of it to his students, or, for that matter, generally dis-
tributes copies gratis, he has 'published' his book and is liable to lose
his rights through publication without notice. However, he may re-
cite his work in public (if, for example, he is a poet, story teller, or
radio performer); he may send copies to his friends; or he may author-
ize a performance of his play without jeopardizing his rights. Publica-
tion, with respect to copyright, is exclusively the reproduction in
copies for sale or general distribution.

There are certain types of works which may secure statutory copy-
right before publication. Lectures, sermons, and similar works in-
tended for oral delivery (including unpublished radio scripts) (Class
C); unpublished plays and other dramatic works, or musical dramas
(Class D); and unpublished music (Class E) can all be registered
for copyright on the appropriate application forms, with the deposit
of one copy. Works of art (Class G) and plastic works or drawings
(Class I) can be copyrighted by proper registration and the deposit
of a photograph or some other identifying reproduction. Unpublished
photographs (Class J) may be copyrighted by registration and the
deposit of one print. Various types of motion pictures (Classes L
and M) may also be copyrighted before publication (but not motion
picture scripts or scenarios). On all classes of unpublished work, tike
registration fee is $1.

If the author of an unpublished work takes out statutory copyright,
his common-law rights cease when his statutory rights begin. His
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